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Cow Camp 2025 prepares women to lead in                      

cattle industry 

HAYS, Kan.-In the cattle industry, experience matters-but for many women 

gaining that hands-on experience can be a challenge. Whether they’ve       

married into an operation, desire a career in beef production systems, or are    

trying to start their own herd from scratch, women often find themselves    

expected to help manage livestock without having been taught how. That gap 

in access to training and support is what Cow Camp 2025 aims to close. Cow 

Camp 2025, a hands-on educational experience for women in beef produc-

tion , will be held Sept. 10-11 at the Kansas State University’s Agricultural   

Research Center in Hays. The program  is designed to help women build   

practical skills in cattle management, grow their confidence, and take a 

stronger role in the workforce shaping the future of Kansas agriculture.  

‘This is workforce development in the most grounded, impactful way,” said 

Sandy Johnson, K-State Research and Extension beef specialist. “We’re   

meeting women where they are and equipping them with the tools they need 

to succeed in an industry that depends on smart decisions and shared       

leadership.”  

Cow Camp offers workshops on body condition scoring, calving preparation 

and simulator training, expected progeny differences (EPDs), vaccine        

handling, forage sampling, pasture monitoring and more. The program is   

tailored to women who are managing a first herd, helping with a family        

operation, or entering the industry from the ground up. “This event is about 

capacity building,” said Emma Briggs, KSRE beef production specialist. “It’s 

about giving women the skills, support and access to research-based infor-

mation they need to contribute meaningfully to their operations and the 

broader beef industry. That’s what the land-grant mission is all about-

bringing the university to the people and investing in rural communities.”  

As the cattle industry evolves, more women are stepping into decision-making 

roles on farms and ranches. Yet many report limited access to training and 

peer support-particularly in rural areas. Cow Camp addresses that gap 

through a supportive, no-pressure environment where participants can ask 

questions, try new techniques and connect with others facing similar          

challenges.  
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“We’re not just teaching skills-we’re building confidence and community,” Johnson said. “And 

that’s what keeps women in agriculture long term.”  

K-State Research and Extension developed Cow Camp in response to growing demand for educa-

tional opportunities that reflect the realities of western Kansas agriculture. The program supports 

both beginning and experienced  producers and reinforces the university’s commitment to         

practical, inclusive outreach as part of its land-grant heritage. The event is limited to 40              

participants. Registration is $75 and includes meals, materials and all workshop sessions. 

Event Details: This event will be held from Noon to Noon Sept. 10-11 and will be located at the KSU 

Western Kansas Research and Extension Center. The deadline to register for this event is Aug. 10. 

For more information visit ksre.k-state.edu/wkrec or contact wkrec@k-state.edu 

2025 Bavaria Field Day  

MANHATTAN, Kan. (July 15, 2025) – 

The Kansas Grain Sorghum Commission,       

K-State Department of Plant Pathology, and  

K-State Extension will host the 2025 Sorghum 

Connection field day series in August. The   

series will showcase current research on           

fungicides and seed treatment, hybrid perfor-

mance, cropping systems, fertility manage-

ment, and hands-on precision ag techniques 

with drone technology for mapping and 

spraying applications through a statewide 

lineup of speakers and on-farm demonstra-

tions. Lunch will be provided following the 

program. The events are free, but to ensure 

your meal, registration is required at 

www.ksgrainsorghum.org/sorghum-

connection. 

“At each location, sorghum producers will find practical insights rooted in real data,” said Rodrigo 

Onofre, assistant professor of agronomy at Kansas State University. “We’ve built this series around 

producer interests—covering everything from hybrid and input selection to regional management 

strategies and on-farm technology adoption.” Speakers include Adam York, administrator for the 

Kansas Grain Sorghum Commission; Sarah Sexton-Bowser, managing director for the Center for 

Sorghum Improvement; Deepak Joshi, K-State assistant professor of precision agriculture; and 

agronomists Tina Sullivan, Logan Simon, and Rodrigo Onofre. 

Bavaria Field Day, held in conjunction with producer Alex Bacon – Aug. 27 at 10 a.m. 

 (1½ miles west of Bavaria, then ¾ mile north on South Powers Road) 
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2025 Central Kansas District Wheat Plot Results  
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KSU/KLA Ranch Management Field Days  

Posted on June 30, 2025 by Sandy Johnson  

Dates have been set for the 2025 KLA/Kansas Sate University Ranch Management Field Days. Lar-

son Ranch, owned by Brady and Kyla Larson, will host the first event August 21 in Wichita County. 

The August 28 field day will be held in Woodson County at Wells Ranch, owned by Terry Wells. 

Please mark your calendars for this year’s events. 

Each event will begin at 3:30 p.m. and include presentations on the history of the host ranch tours 

and their cattle handling facilities. At Larson Ranch, we will be joined by Dale Woerner with Texas 

Tech University, who will share his research on yield grading technology, as well as Brian Vander Ley 

with the University of Nebraska-Lincoln and Michael Heaton with the USDA, who will discuss bo-

vine congestive heart failure in feedlot cattle. At Wells Ranch, we will be joined by A.J. Tarpoff, 

DVM, with Kansas State University, who will share information on the Asian longhorned tick and 

transmission of Theileria orentalis, as well as Wade Newland of Newland Ag Drones and a repre-

sentative from the Kansas Grazing Lands Coalition who will highlight resources available for control-

ling noxious weeds in grazing lands and provide a spray drone demonstration. Both events are free 

and will conclude with fellowship and a beef dinner. More information will be posted https://

www.kla.org/events-meetings/klak-state-field-days as it becomes available.  

Please join us for one or both of these exciting events-you do not have to be a KLA member to attend. 
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    The enclosed material is for your information. If we can be of  

    further assistance, feel free to call or drop by the Extension Office. 

    Sincerely,  

 

   Jay Wisbey 

 District Extension Agent 

       Crop Production 

       jwisbey@ksu.edu 

 

Salina Office 

K-State Polytechnic 

2218 Scanlan Ave.  

Salina, KS 67401-8196 

785-309-5850 

Fax: 785-309-5851   

   

 

Justine Henderson 

District Extension Agent 

Livestock Production 

                    jwh04@ksu.edu 

 

Minneapolis Office 

307 N. Concord, Suite 190 

Minneapolis, KS  67467 

785-392-2147 

Fax: 785-392-3605 


