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It’s Time for Breeding Soundness Exams  

Lets be real. You’d never send   

Patrick Mahomes into the super 

bowl, Brad Keller into the Royals 

bull pen, and Mike Tyson into 

the boxing ring without making 

sure they are in good health and 

ready to perform to the best of 

their ability.  

So, if you wouldn't do that to a 

human athlete, why would you 

do it to your bulls at the begin-

ning of breeding season. After 

all, they are athletes too.  

In order to most effectively evaluate if bulls are ready for the upcoming breed-

ing season, Veterinarians perform Breeding Soundness Exams (BSE)  approxi-

mately 30-60 days before bull turn  out. The test helps determine the reproduc-

tive potential of that sire and included an examination of general physical ex-

amination (special attention paid to the feet, legs, eyes, and sheath), inspection 

of the genital organs (scrotal circumference), body condition score, and assess-

ment of sperm production and quality. Though BSE’s are not a direct evalua-

tion of fertility, the semen test can tell you the volume and sperm concentration 

(which allow for the calculation of the total number of sperm in the ejaculate), 

sperm motility, and the percent morphologically normal sperm.  

Just like any professional athlete, physical exams, conditioning and training, 

and maintained diets are some of the most important parts of preparing for the 

season. For bulls, each portion of the BSE is important. Every test and atten-

tion to detail at each step will ensure that sub-fertile bulls in your herd are 

identified.  

Since the weather was hard last month, lower than normal temperatures may 

have increased the incidence of frost bite to the scrotum. The resulting damage 

of this kind of weather may be temporary, or in more severe cases, cause per-

manent sterility. Severe frost damage to the testicle and epididymis may cause 

tissue adhesions, affecting mobility and circulation within the scrotum. 

The best way to test for this? You guessed it, a BSE. The evaluation of possible 

frostbite damage is best accomplished by a BSE within the first 45 to 60 days 

after the injury occurred. So, don’t send your finest athletes out to do their job 

unless you’ve made sure they are in good health and ready to perform.  

Justine Henderson, Livestock Production Agent  
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In the planning process of the upcoming    

tractor safety meetings, it occurred to me  

how much this information applies to farm-

workers of all ages.  Most producers have 

been immersed in the farm operation so     

long that they have forgotten what it was    

like not to know of many of the dangers      

and hazards of a farm or ranch.  We all 

learned at some point in our life, many of    

the most memorable times, it was the hard 

way.  A discussion that heads off even one 

mistake is a productive one, and keeping    

safety a priority in our work is essential. 

So I have created a list of conversation        

topics that you can review with your farm-

workers.  The intention is to bring others      

up to speed with your operation with safety    

in mind.  This list will certainly not include   

all the possible troubles as that would fill a 

book.  Remember, dangers are present for 

people of all ages and experiences.  Keeping 

safety a continuous dialog and open con-

versation makes everyone alert. 

Emergency Contacts and other            

significant phone numbers:  Make    

sure that everyone has the phone numbers 

programmed into their cell phones before 

needing them; it might save some time     

when it is needed. 

Individual Equipment overview:       

Every tractor, truck, combine… is different.  

Learning the quirks buttons, transmissions, 

GPS, gauges, and more all take time and     

experience.    

Fire Safety:  Do you have fire extin-

guishers?  Where are they?  Do you have      

fire stories to tell? Often, we learn from bad 

experiences, and remembering how people 

responded, either good or bad, is helpful to 

reflect on. 

Electrical dangers:  Be aw are of pow er  

lines, buried cables, and fuse boxes. 

Where to park?  At the farm stead or  the 

field, understand hazards and blind spots. 

Hand signals:  Ensure everyone under-

stands what each signal means before feeling 

the bang or the next signal becomes obscene.  

What do you call it?:  Identify field 

names, tractors, trucks, implements, tools.  

The list could be extensive though it helps to 

keep everyone on the same wavelength. 

Road Hazards:  Betw een points, A and 

B can be loaded with obstacles, both expected 

and unexpected—understanding stopping dis-

tances, vehicle widths, bridges, turning radi-

us, and other drivers.  It seems like our roads 

are full of dangers. Make sure everyone un-

derstands that. 

Field Obstacles:  W hich entrance to 

use, where is the spring, ditch, gully, rocks. 

Maintenance:  Go over  tires, fluids, 

grease zerks, bearings, filters. Even if it is not 

their responsibility to do service, having more 

eyes, ears, and even noses paying attention to 

machines could prevent bad results if caught 

in time. 

Grain Storage and handling:  PTO, Au-

gers, Dust, Do not enter the Bin, grain bridg-

ing. 

Stored Energy:  Secure im plem ents and 

headers. Hydraulics and springs contain 

stored energy. 

Center of gravity:  Understanding tip-

ping points and how fast you can get in trou-

ble. 

What did I miss?  Let me know by calling, tex-

ting, or emailing Jay Wisbey at 785-587-7987 

jwisbey@ksu.edu   This list will be posted on 

our web page, and I will certainly add to it.   

Tractor Safety Meetings Bring Thoughts of Farm Safety Questions 



3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



4 



5 



6 

Talking Wheat Plot Is Coming Soon 

With the magic of an FM transmitter, you will be able to listen to commentary when your vis-

it our wheat plot on your schedule. It will be deployed at Myers Plot ¼ mile North of Tim’s 

house. From Minneapolis, take 106 highway south just past the Salt creek bridge and go west 

2 miles to 90th road. 90th is a dirt road DO NOT visit following a rain event, or you will be 

stuck at the bottom of the hill. 

The plan is to have in-person wheat plot tours; this feature will just add to the information 

and provide a more informative visit at your convenience. 

Dicamba Trainings Available Online 

Visit our Central Kansas Website Crops page to get links to the training. 
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Alfalfa Weevil Emergence 

Alfalfa weevils are beginning to hatch. Kansas State University’s recommendation to spray 
for alfalfa weevil is at thirty percent infestation. If you take ten stems and shake them in a 
bucket and find three worms, the field is at treatment levels. It would be best if you repeated 
that check a few times throughout the field to get a representative sample. 

Watching the weather forecast can be helpful as well. Applications followed by warm weather 
will increase your chances of success. 

The Kansas Mesonet has our area running ahead of normal with 278 GDU’s as of March 

26th, and you will need to begin sampling in the 300 to 450 range. Hopefully by the time you 

are reading this newsletter, it will be just in time to start.  



    The enclosed material is for your information. If we can be of  

    further assistance, feel free to call or drop by the Extension Office. 

    Sincerely,  

 

   Jay Wisbey 

 District Extension Agent 

       Crop Production 

       jwisbey@ksu.edu 

 

Salina Office 

K-State Polytechnic 

2218 Scanlan Ave.  

Salina, KS 67401-8196 

785-309-5850 

Fax: 785-309-5851   

   

 

Justine Henderson 

District Extension Agent 

Livestock Production 

                    jwh04@ksu.edu 

 

Minneapolis Office 

307 N. Concord, Suite 190 

Minneapolis, KS  67467 

785-392-2147 

Fax: 785-392-3605 


