March 2019

Mud Considerations

As we move out of winter and into spring, prolonged periods of mud and
moisture can significantly hinder cattle performance and profitability.
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For cow-calf producers, mud can negate the insulation value of the hair
coat. Calves can become chilled by mud, trapped in it, or sickened by
pathogens thriving in it. This is why it is so important to closely monitor
calving, routinely check cattle, and move cow-calf pairs to fresh pasture
soon after calving.
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Mud and manure can cause contamination of udders and teats and make
for poor hygiene conditions for the suckling calf. Another problem associated with extended muddy conditions is foot rot. Constant exposure to
wet conditions can lead to breakdown of the skin around the hoof. This
opens the tissues up to bacteria and can lead to infection. Swelling and
lameness are usually the first signs that an animal has foot rot.

From a performance standpoint, with mud conditions of just four to eight
inches, cattle dry matter intake is reduced by 15% versus what it would be
under the same conditions without any mud. When severe mud conditions are present (1 foot or more) dry matter intake plummets by 30%.
It’s no wonder that it becomes challenging to maintain good body condition on cows and desirable weight gains on calves when mud is all
around.
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From a feedlot or backgrounding yard prospective, when cattle are standing in four to eight inches of mud, gain can decrease by nearly 15%. A
feedlot with mud that is belly deep can depress gain by 28 to 35%. Consequently, the negative impact of mud on feed efficiency can result in a 20
to 33% increase is feed:gain ratios and up to a 56% increase in cost of
gain as more days on feed are necessary to reach an end target.
Managing mud is difficult. Frankly, it sucks. It makes for longer, dirtier
chores and seems to slow everything down on the farm. While there is no
silver bullet for getting cattle out of the mud, it can be managed to an
extent. Hilltops, wheat straw, and speed movers should become our best
friends over the next couple of months.

Annual Dicamba Training

Just a reminder that individuals are required
to have additional label-required dicamba
training when applying the restricted use
pesticides (RUP) Engenia, FeXapan, or XtendiMax.
The labels of these products state that prior to
applying this product in the 2019 growing season, all applicators must complete dicamba or
auxin-specific training on an annual basis. So,
even if you attended in 2018 you will need to
attend a training again in 2019 prior to applying these products.
Many of you were able to participate in live
trainings in January and February. For those
that didn’t, though, all is not lost. BASF, Bayer
and Corteva all now have online offerings available that will meet the label requirements.
Those can be found at:
BASF
www.engeniastewardship.com
Bayer
www.roundupreadyxtend.com
Corteva
https://tinyurl.com/yysd48p2
As a final note, anyone who applies RUP
dicamba products must complete an approved
dicamba training AND hold either a private or
commercial applicator license. For more information on applicators licenses, please contact
either CKD Extension Office.

Mid-America Farm Expo
Dates:
Location:

March 26 - 28
Tony’s Pizza Events Center and
Saline County Livestock & Expo
Center, Salina

PROGRAMS
TUESDAY, MARCH 26
Taking Care of Business
10:00 am – 11:30 am, 4-H Building
Presented by: Dr. David Kohl
(see next page for more info)
Estate/Succession Planning Overview
10:00 am – 11:30 am, 4-H Building
Moderated by KFRM Radio with a panel
including representatives from Norton,
Wasserman, Jones & Kelly and the Kansas Farm
Management Association

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 27
Horsemanship Clinic
10:00 am - 11:30 am, Agricultural Hall
Conducted by: Curt Pate
Sponsored by: Farmers & Ranchers, Salina
Cattle Handling
1:30 pm – 3:00 pm, Agricultural Hall
Conducted by: Curt Pate
Sponsored by: Farmers & Ranchers, Salina
THURSDAY, MARCH 28
Livestock and Grain Marketing Outlook
10:00 am – 11:30 am, 4-H Building
Presented by: Naomi Blohm, Stewart-Peterson
Sponsored by: American AgCredit
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The enclosed material is for your information. If we can be of
further assistance, feel free to call or drop by the Extension Office.
Sincerely,

Carl H. Garten
District Extension Agent
Director
cgarten@ksu.edu

Cade B. Rensink, MS, PAS
District Extension Agent
Livestock Production
crensink@ksu.edu

Salina Office
K-State Polytechnic
2218 Scanlan Ave.
Salina, KS 67401-8196
785-309-5850
Fax: 785-309-5851

Minneapolis Office
307 N. Concord, Suite 190
Minneapolis, KS 67467
785-392-2147
Fax: 785-392-3605

